SINKIANG

Moslem republic in Turkestan? And are the Soviets
preparing to give Ma support? It is certain that the Soviet
consulate at Kashgar had no trouble in seducing Ma. Perhaps
it was with a promise to help him. Or did Ma, who set off as a
powerful chief going to Moscow to discuss the terms of a
possible alliance, fall into a trap in which he remains restive?
Or has he simply abandoned his dreams of conquest to
devote himself to the liberation of the oppressed classes in
Asia? Heaven knows.

As long as Ma is away from Sinkiang things may remain
relatively peaceful, and for the moment this is undoubtedly
what the Soviets want, so that the country may rise from its
ruins. Ma is like a pawn held in reserve for the Asiatic chess-
board. Having the leader of the Tungans in their hands, the
Russians control the south of Sinkiang. If Sheng Shih-tsai
grew less docile, they could unloose the Tungans on him,
with Ma at their head. If Japan definitively annexes Inner
Mongolia, Ma Chung-ying and Ma Bu-fang together could
lay down a Moslem barrage all the way from Kansu to
Outer Mongolia.

The Tungans constitute a force that might be utilized. But
on their own and without aeroplanes they could undertake
nothing but desperate ventures. , . .
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